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Israel

the trip, except to have an 
amazing time in a foreign 
country, meet some new Jew-
ish teens, learn a little Hebrew, 
and find out some interesting 
history on Israel. 

My trip started out with 
only a few people knowing 
each other, but by the time we 
got to Rome, we were all talk-
ing and getting to know everyone else.  
There were forty-three of us.  In Rome 
we saw all the ancient cities, which 
were really cool.  We did as much as 
we could in four days.  And from 
Rome we went to Israel.

From the moment we arrived in Is-
rael I knew something was special 
about it.  I’m not sure if  it was that I 
was finally in the Promised Land, or 
that so much history occurred in this 
very place, or the fact that I was mak-
ing some amazing friends, but it was 
incredible.

Our days were jammed packed with 
things to do.  We did a lot of hikes and 
sightseeing. My favorite hike was 
climbing Mt. Masada, even though we 
got up at a ridiculous hour, it was 
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This past summer was the best sum-
mer of my life.  I spent four amazing 
weeks in Israel.  I had been looking 
forward to this all year and when the 
time for packing and leaving Newark 
Airport came, I couldn’t believe it.  
When I arrived at the airport I knew 
no one, but that quickly changed.  I 
wasn’t really sure what to expect on 

beautiful at the top, which 
made getting up totally 
worth it.  Swimming, or 
should I say, floating in 
the Dead Sea was wicked 
cool, minus that all my 
cuts stung a lot.  Seeing 
the Old City for the first 
time was amazing.  We 
saw the Western Wall and 

everyone had time to pray/stick a note 
in the Wall.  We also got to see the City 
of David, which were the underground 
tunnels (with streams of water) of the 
Old City.  The last thing we did in the 
Old City was a tour of the inside of the 
wall, or the “secret passages.”

For a four-day period we got to pick 
a special interest, so I volunteered at a 
zoo in Haifa.  I thought it was great to 
be helping out with all the animals.  I 
got to feed monkeys, birds, and even 
bears.  The bears were sort of scary, 
but the keepers helped us.  

It was also fun because at night we 
did different things.  For example one 
night we met an Arab youth group and 
just talked with them.  It really opened 
my eyes to see that they were teenagers 

just like I am.
My time in Israel flew by; there was 

no way I wanted to leave because I felt 
like I had only seen a little bit of the 
country.  I have made life-long friends 
and feel like I learned so much from 
being in the place where all this amaz-
ing history took place instead of read-
ing about it.

I am so thankful for the Jewish Fed-
eration of New Hampshire for their 
generous scholarship that they award-
ed me, which enabled me to go to Is-
rael.

Rachel is the daughter of Deb and 
Marc Noiseux of Merrimack.  They 
are members of Temple Beth Abraham 
in Nashua.  She is a senior at Merri-
mack High School.  Funding for Ra-
chel’s summer in Israel came with sup-
port from the JFNH Israel Experience 
Program, created to encourage New 
Hampshire youth to experience Israel 
first-hand.  It is another example of 
your campaign dollars at work.  To get 
more information about Israel study 
programs, summer in Israel programs, 
and community mission programs con-
tact the Federation at 627-7679.

A few days ago, on my way to a lec-
ture, I was approaching my car when I 
realized I couldn’t see it; it’s not that the 
car wasn’t there; it was just covered in 
snow.  So there and then I opened the 

Days of light But the most exciting 
moment was seeing the 
Chairman of the Jewish 
Agency for Israel, Na-
tan Sharansky.  I still 
remember the day of his 
release on February 11, 
1986, after being an 

lution that adopted the plan for the partition plan, 
enabling the establishment of the state of Israel.

Let us hope that at this time of year, this time of 
lights (whether it’s Chanukah light or the Christmas 
lights) that this will be a time of miracles, which will 
hasten the return of captive Gilad Shalit, and all the 
other captive and missing soldiers, home from the 
evil power of darkness to light, so that soon we will 
all be able to watch them walk straight, or in zigzag, 
into freedom!

trunk, after a short struggle, took out the shovel and 
started shoveling; only not being an expert, to say 
the least, I somehow managed to shovel everything 
but what actually needed to be shoveled.  I guess 
God was looking out for me because a neighbor that 
was passing by had a snow plow and came to my 
rescue, not before laughing a little bit at my expense, 
I don’t mind though.  Laughing is good for your 
health, so I felt like a doctor.

A little before the snow, which now seems so long 
ago, I went to a seminar with all the “Shlichim” (em-
issaries) from North America, and after that visited 
friends that live in New Jersey, and got to eat my 
first traditional (and kosher) Thanksgiving dinner. 
Yummy!!

The seminar was a great experience.  It was infor-
mative and productive. Hearing the different experi-
ence each Shaliach and Shlicha has had in his or her 
community was interesting and we got to learn a lot 
about the way we are perceived in the communities, 
which was fascinating. 

“Asir Tziyon” (a “Prisoner of Zion”); he spent near-
ly a decade in a Soviet prison on trumped-up charg-
es of treason and espionage because of his Zionist 
activity.  Before that he was a “Refusenik” (Soviet 
Jew who was denied permission to emigrate from 
the former Soviet Union and other countries of the 
Eastern bloc).  In 1986 there was only one channel 
on Israeli TV and in every home in Israel people 
were watching that exciting event.  Upon his release 
he was told to walk straight towards his freedom; 
but Sharansky instead walked in a zigzag in a final 
act of defiance.

As I write this, we are celebrating Chanukah; Cha-
nukah is a symbol of freedom, of the prevail of light 
over darkness; it is a time when miracles happen, 
when the Maccabees liberated the people of Israel 
from the horrible decrees of the ruler of the Seleucid 
empire, Antiochus, forbidding Jewish religious prac-
tice.

It is also when the UN General Assembly voted 
on November 29, 1947 (Kislev 16) in favor of a reso-
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